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Did He Kidndp Her}’,

By M. Quad. :

sthor man

that

A v ,;..

: “GGosh hang it, but 1 believe I

ing & wife.”

It was Giles Stebbins, seated in his,
farmhouse three miles fram the town of |

a_ vicious

the bed and swee

for years and years
was true about Giles Stebbins belng
n homely man. Nature had not been kind | on the soat ¢
He wns long, lank and lathy. He
had & nose twice too big for an average
—tecth too larges and bulging out too
*h, and the whiskers that had appear-| “‘Don’t you call for help,
m his chin were few and scattering | 8% they dashed through town
and seemid to have been singed over a| She didn’t. Ehe looked
an offset to| and neither ealled or tr

Ir one looked
these drawbacks he found It in the man's | Eround. They had gone a mile

For six years|

this ltter on the

It was never

(1 am a desperate man. Hal!™

haps be could excuse himse
ing that It was all a joke

feors, but 1 4 fool and had 10| appoared. Mizs Mary Parker had strolled |
iy fLor it am toa homely to &0|out as per her program. She had taken |
n-courting like .other men. but T ought| & walk of half a mile and had just turned
to have takeh deos changes. I'm | te retrace her stops, somewhat

#oing to take them know. Yes, by Bolly, 1| pointed, but atill hopeful, when a vehl-
"Il either be & married man with- I-l.- dashed up l{wi.d:“hr-r and
in ulnr néxt wt or I'll bo In" jall
awalting my al ax a kidpnapper. It's| course, bu 1id not atl once recognize
ngain the law to kidnap a woman, but| him. oK '
I'm golng ag’in the lnw.

o

#e wns a hard worker and| when he sajd:

was gradually sccomulating s fair sum
to his eredit in the bank.
chuckied with satisfaction as he thought
but hi= days were
nights were lonely.
for muny

tor his old cl
g with

“oing to bring a wife here.
1 cat—perhaps .
dome decent meals and a happy home. 1 “Now 10 get spliced.”
that | descended from the vehicle and reached
must depend wpon circumstances. But 1] 40 his arms (o abl his vi
will get some one and 111 keep her here | She had hJ

it 1 have to tie her up with rope. That's | Pected.  He tonk her arm and
fiat, opld man, and don’t you forget ! her to the Dencon’s store

Al abonl the some bour, In the villagn | Bood Tortur

Mary Parker. old mald and| the clock preparntory to retiring to his
talking with | bed

don’t kpow who

of Dawson,
tweniv-nine years old, sat
heér mother

sald the mother. ~1 don't want | kldnaper's salutatl
vaour feelineEs, l “1t won't thke over three minntes, and
me

“Is it the same old story ™"
" was the reply.
you
almost

may

nx 1

] Wars
aovild vl
- nt slght of my
You aln't
1o
have a glag= to louk into
self every day and T think T grow morey
hawr isE AWAY.

his wi
iing of that nne
misfortune us bhravely ns 1
“Hut there
nother after a brier silence,

as the
ever wek
vot nver thin

may
<nthon
mimds e of

With that
Missineg
1t Jdown andd

bt
g on Hvine this

for
} ma
ooking inte m

of 1 mwson,
nt

renast
; whine

: -nl. purry to ared

nine o clock the
long.
was observed standmng

posed, but =
what ailed him and quietly
they passed on.

By and by a Young man,
cmblem of mourning on his arm, came
along and stopped and =ald:

Ol man, are You ir¥ing lo rub
varnish off that door?

“No, sir,”" was the reply”

“Then stand h!ill‘Jc .n little
thix thing to the knoh.™

It is a crape bow!"” exclaimed
the waiting man.

“For gure. You struck it the first time.™

“But who is dead?”

=1t happens to be the dentist. whe wns! out, 1 sajd:
salng to yank & tooth out for you this| “You must extuse me, but
call, “weren't| you are a hero. You killed u mad dog
which was leaping for o woman's throat
It was a herolc act, and all the
«{ me Inform you, to your great | nrobably speaks in your praise,

v happiness, that the man who very gratifying to you™

wne 19ty the vanking had an acute at-| Yes, 1 killed a mad dog.” he replied.
gnstrities about midnight and be-| g he shifted about uneasily. 1
away, and| can't make up my mind whether T am a
have to make arrangements| hero or not.”
1 am sorry. “Hut they say that you ran out
the street with a club in your hand and
just at the critieal moment you struck
the dog on the back and broke his apine.

You were

dayiight he had

with sume other dentist'™
! sorry for you, for any other den-
1ist you find will probably pull your jaw

they won't!" almost shouted the| You yourself ran n great
over his face | bitten and are entitled to all credit”

as n_ amile
I am a hero and others de-

spread

“The durned old molar has quit Jumping, ‘Bome say

wml 1 belleve T could bite & frozen tur-| clare [ am a darned jdiot™
&, this very minute. So he's dead, Is| “But how is that?" P asked
we® Whoop!™ prise

My friend,” the youth mns he| “Becau
pred back
an assistant to the

He had often

Money can compens| Villain, but 1 have
but

be  yet:

“You don't got
You sre golng on thirty vears | €F M ment. She
had n bean vet., 1
scandalous, with yon|
lwing such a good housekeeper as you

eall it seandalons or any-
mother, hut T have no chancs
with the other girle and vou know thatl
eook, mend ?l.'vi!
drendfully homely

lonking

hnmely
mother, while 1}

n'
bhine," said the|

than T am,”™
shall walt a
neregsary, for some

ix getting well off ™

Mars tre her v
moment st
toos o long lonk at herse
she waid to her-!

I long mEgo
came nlong
way while all
stoppine off and  metting
I'm snummed

closnly, 1 ne V- | gulckly
being kidonnped |
nnythine is
'l take n M
wwrongh the siresta tamorrow” v
e 3 ‘ something won't ocenr.
Won a new hat on and a vell hiding my
furs | think 1 can pass muster.”™ plied,
fin the evening of the next day, after| man and I shall learn to lov
(illes Stebbins hitehed | Iy within o weok ™
1o the top huzxy and! “What wer
then donred his Sonday suit and sturted | You supposs
Inge of Dawson. There was no
for 1t was ecarly v
and s the old mare took the road/he fairly hated the tnste of fried
v mpher paee,
3 I nm going te be o Fdnanoer and | Glles Stehhing was never

said G3Hes to himself ag he | Kidnnpping, ntd he ney
] whan't ston ta Introduce | front of &
nd  explain

other morn-
looking man | gstonishment, 1 find
with hix back to “You find what™ was ask
the sireet door leading up 1o o dentist’s “f find n red spot on one
He tried to appear ealm and com- | cheoke, and | bet a hundred 1o one
wili develop into a cancer uside of ten
chuckled a8 dave and the doctor who uives you the

tip will not die for forly vears to come.
bearing an|Ta, te. old man  Our establishment

soore of pedestriang knew

sald
and looked at

“If you are a marricd woman

Hved

not for alenough. What do yo
Giles thousht she an

anid

“We want to zot married,™

hath  your
disyproint: o | the fee will be 2% was the repl
Now came the crisin. Mnrv Pn

Der German Gobbler
"Old M. Snider Calis at the Shop Again

I see you mod but
| yon mean dot T shall take a drink mit
you. Next time you vhant tov gel off
my car you speak some English.

—r—

Bowser Goes to War

But He Comes Back In a Couple of Hours

“Is ﬂ;(r;‘r‘; any great hurry about It?”

am an| bearted and hardworking, but I'1 J

I not only believe it, but I know ! from the buggy when 1 come along
I am. Here am 1 most thirty years old, | Woman walking alone. snd I'll swing her
and still am & bachelor instend of hav-| Up on this seat and awny we'll go at a
| Enllop, We'll go to Deacon Carter, jus-
| tiee of the peace, and If he won't tie the
knot for us I'll tie three or fol

Outside it was raining heavily, | in him. He bas got to make us one for
and before him in the old stone fireplace
a fire of wet wood smoked and sputtered |
an aggravating way.
be had ln;p: bachelor's
memory of It made him ind i, L
hoped that a tin peddier ity eall for & | Would make a mees of Vg 7
night's lodging and suffer himself (o be | ;
lwoted - away the door.

“No dog—no cat—no wife!™ he muttered

Snider called at Iﬁ
1 like old Mr. Snider
cause we knew ea

passage on a steamer and in twd
weeks be leading your men agninst
| the foe and preparink your name for

“By thunder! By
with hands on his kneen
as he bent forward and looked Into

Howser went over to the drig store

after -dinner the other night and was h sent to jall

together hut he vhas a great bore.
comes in vhen I vhas very bus ]
talks until 1 like to
rike der build- |
| ingk and seare him avhay, but there
| was no such good luck.

Vhen he comes in he goes to der
helf on which | keep der water-can,
Jifts it oop snd 5
Den he turus

He entered the library, took down
the old junk sword and buckled n

Kone
he sald to Mr= Howser:
| and came out with the he talks, talks

“There were three
the drug store and we gol o talking
1.tall you the dny;

or four men in

takes oop der water
can again und sniffs into it mit a
lonesome look on his face und by und

by he goes on:

five or six flourishes
head, he nhouted:
i to victory or death!™

nbout the war,
The exclamation wis forced from him
b; the \‘.hnruxhl that he was taking even
chances of abducting some

hall, and the | o instend of a wsingle woman. That

the fghting hero have come

*“1 have been thinking »o for a year
vl replied Mrs, Howser.

t a chance It has given men to

tell me that you are willng I should
ake part in the bloody fray ™
been wondering fo

named Schmidt,
lives near me stops me on der streel
one day last week, und says:

“*Snider, don't you vhant to buy a
ok

night?* asked Mra Bowser.

“In five minutes and | may never rle-j he tasts L
remember | S8YE
was of you as *

hut do you call thi=?
“Water, of course,” I

lii‘!‘;i!ilhcvel;‘r rather d.:l.-h;-‘f for a minute, bt viy sbonid I vhest = dag= 3
an n he recovered them and wis as {1
ns be looked into the fire and then gave | ghtormined as ever, It was mearly nine
kic I_ought to| g'clock when he drove imto the village.
have been married years ago. I ought to| Its citizens kept early hours.
have a_wife to do the cooking and make | them were in hed or preparing for
when the old white mare swnd her driver)

vhaz ammonia

iund 1 like to take n big drink.
| vhas some more disappointments for

chest and made o widow of you.™
know you will fight bravely, Mr.

: Bowser, and if you will “‘Because there vhas some burglars

around. If you haf a good dog he vhill
wiatch out for hurglars und save you
a heap of money. | haf a good dog und
I vhill sell him cheap to you.

and pad that

knows you vhas coming
1 haf you drink
its down and says nottings for
I'¢n he heaves

over here know
how gloriously

cold and have a lame back try and get vhas not my frend!, | ask you. twenty-

‘a grent sigh und saye:
s d o "Do you say he vhill watch out for

burglars? | gays.
" ‘Hetter than four policemans'*

] ks mit my wife about

buying der dog und she says |t

idea. She don’t

loving kiss for youw.™

Howser didn't wait for the lov- a rad, sad world™

lles Stebhin
courae. bt i a1 e I And nottings vhas
er odder day 1 go
I vhas walking along
‘Hilliard Hall'
billiards vhen I
IU'nd so | goes in

unsheathed sword
like some bur-

up Flatbush way
glars in der house, She vhas afraid dot

‘You are golng with me!” he exclaimed :
meant for & man to conk his own meals| jn a low, tense volee, “If vou resist the e o Slan UL
and have fried pork at every one of them | consequences may be awfull™

7 Ay She @id not resist. On the contrary she
gave n spring te belp him swing her up
he buggy. In three sec-
onids more he was beside her and lashing
the sober-minded old equine Into the first
gallop she had struck for three years
warned Giles

and says (o der
“l can bent anypody in this town at
a game of billiards for a dollar. Bring

prompt!ly encouraged
tried to bluff her but

phones Scehmidt

had failed, What he brings
- s oaver

something and but dot makes no differ-

murderous swi
policeman stopg

* askedsthe man

three nights, Hans,

=

him and asked

awar from him “Maype he goos mo

*wis the reply. | =
your sign says you do,
“Hut your sign vhes pailnted by soing

=0 and I will take you back If yvou are . 4 .
gingle | am golng to take you to Deacon frendt, apd don't burglars hear me
long ahd his| Corter's hous: to marry vou. I am not &

nione

*The war in E down stalrs und der

tier g0 back home
wavs und she

rife, # up to him A
“Yexu" continued Giles, as he reached|little for answer. and he was satisfied
: pipe and flled the bowl! | that he was not running away with some
of a hazel | E00d man's wife. The horse had to slow
inish ms a substitule for tobaceo, I am | €0wn by and by for want of wind, but
Then will| fhe Kept up a smart pace until the, end
ennary—then | ©f the journey was reachaod,
© said Giles ns be

und a policemuns Savs:
“ild mans, don't

ctions to nffer, an he ex-

e to find the justice winding

wd mons pe it vhas dange

“YES- SME 3mG .1 CoULD

GO0 To wAR IF | waNTED To ]
H M

v vou didn’t g0, roplied I atfi 4 r
| B

reatl name for themselves

asked the |10 ratse her veil, aml ar the same 1 belief hisx child= had

she slipped a rving off her finger
handed It 1o Giles 1o be tsed at the prop-
looked him full in the

dot sign have read "Dris Lan

<

meian Lo tell me now Lthutl Yuu are

for n
TY ¥ o 1
]
strvey my-|

No man
1 P:.-u..-l
al bear

%

that is noj
He always|
hing on u |

foME OF THE BE ST Liomipe
CiIRLYD M YUWN !

foce, ws he did her, and thers
» way of be i COET

f such T e hang * he biorted out
snd they alwa If you don't g0 o jail Hrst!™
T At least, If some Pl
n teded to kidnap me T wouldn't shriv There was no scene o &
he will be u) good Deacon and his wifl The
mr without | €r and his vietim clasped handa and wer

Ie man  and  wife

ithe | when th
1= | hir bri
4| “1 am mighty gk
vou are n goosd hoosckeeper
the best looking girls in town.”
“And 1 am so glad it ls you'
“(iiles, you are @ r Iee

“Oh, perhaps he was teliing

| pork.”” lnughed the good woman

r sl
greenwood fire aenin
T am goodland his wife were with him.

! -
4w Might Be Sald, | my buxinesa to sympathize with the rein-

tives and friends of the late
| but in this vase, and rather to
myselfl—""

| three blocks below on the corner.

————— e

Vonbtfal Herolsm,

until . T fix; The clerk of the village hotel, ant which

| 1 registered, told me that a gre

him, “I am| that

remnin at RO

-
"
]

vhas a bad, had

* old woman genser-

dnlize

1w much a= now and shall
proud of you™

husband bent over and Kissed
that he whiFpered in her ear:

A of It, for T k
nnd on

st do that comes along

When he came back to his

Dad wanted me

o vou desar- I shall go this

ad So0on as HL’.\'

they whispering about, Ao
nsked the licacon of his
wife after tlee happy couple had departed,

MATILDA BRIXS, WIDOW
She Claimed lo Be the Champion of the United States

arrvsted lor

vou to work indoor= and out and

Every pugilist,
champion=ship,
Every stateasman,
which goes with

and you can count

it won't even
I expect to make ten thou-
dollars within the ey

fend ns through
would send us

v
want to eat and the pelt can be tur
ed into the long green with the great-

10 inveni® a nut-
th o whip it wigl be

awhile and then brousht his fist

n howl jxalns=t womn nt lens two hundred 1 .
| ever you feel down-hearted just drop In by X Yoo have got

the | on vs and we will try to cheer Fou up.

act on yvour sdvice this very night”
to become a great lady. they make them a
h

then he picked

a sheep bul overcome
ous spirit: he tried

once, and such n
he was arrested. When they
to Jail for six months,
had been in the coop for about twenly
days when the !

rieh husband for you'™

“'oor old dad! He wns nlways= Loy-
expectations and one
convinee him of
with his firepr

There is a widow

shee
I enn do far betier alone

Ahout ten davs after Duddy
front door of the
husband came into the house un-
expoctedly and found me boiling three

| wag out on the vermnda and T went ont ing with great
| to mee him. He looked to me like the
villnge idler as he sprawled In his chair
and smoked his clay pipe. To dmw him

I have had eleven, and am an ambitious kKid and shall try and

Lthe jwelfth s not far bil. Therefore,
I shall cut the lce out from under her

nine husbands=
gave his first exhi
Iinduced & grocer to
an his building. He

you will send me
two,” he salffle
“Not a holy cent,
your collar at
He went out of the

the whip and

I
he remarked | and 1 house with tenrs
| for Daddv's house half a mile away. |
1 was a sprinter: he
was an old man and =tiff in the knees
“Yen, your Dnddy is an honest man | and short of hreath. T easily kept five
eanuxght him at
ut thut mortgage?™

“We can't pay iL”

“But you'll bave 1o or I'll foreclose
Coming along the road just now the | where
that if you were will-
ing to marry me 1 would release the
mortgage and thus give your daddy a| hammer,
chance when he came out of jall. Are|
you :Iillng to take me for husband?™

nx he came in

“It's a good place for a nice man” barn and daneled
was to signify that
ing remained to him but to commence
wans a bluff He hnd w

it ruccessfully about four times, buat it

and mother had heen dend two Years
and 1 was keeplng house for my old
dad when he came home one day and

the ground They were getling u rope

threw off hut and coat and pulied off
his shoes and after ® run of five miles
cecaped wlthh:un life.

last hill he gave a grunt and fell
full length. As he did not rise again,
| there with the rope in hia hand, whils
I packed up my new duds and put on
my hat and walked
planned where to go but 1 took the
leading to Jackson's Hollow
had lived on n hill all my life and 1
thought an hollow might bring a ben-
eficial gnin and | niso reasoned

“But 1 haven't seen you scratching” | paint that he carried awa old man reposed on

He left it behind as a sn thought struck
the old critter
Dad exclaimed,”

r his heart-beats.

that, daughter.
gtruck it rich, or 1 am golng to.”
“You are alwayvs striking

came home with hi r still stand-
ing um—thers are other
ton much for
to hang | him. | went up the road to telephone
myself,” T replied, “but as poor Daddy | for a doctor and dad remained with |being a widow an second husband mighi
| the Inte lamented. 1 think my respec-|
rent took advantage of the oc-

“To suicide for instance.”
o grave-like voice.
“Pshaw, Daddy,
niresdy for you.
daughter’s advice and see
fireproof Leome off top-dog. Both of ue are fond

loom up before the moon had reach-
ed hi= third quarter. Most widows have
the body to see if|that fancy. you know,
dangerous | will tell you about (he “loom.

in hard luck and
10 turnsto T am
to sacrifice myse!f to aid
The old man grinned

I have mot a good

se It was my old woman's Mfe im
saved and she is the homeliest Wwilling | tive pa

|
undertaker and it Is! female In the town!™

got the money of old 1
I'm goinag to trave!l

casion
and chuckled he




